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Sir: 

In response to the Official Action dated 23 January 2003, the applicants 
elect Species I with traverse. Claims 1-4, 6-14, 18 and 19 read on Species I. 

The applicants respectfully disagree with the analysis of the species set 
forth in the official action. 

First, as stated in the Brief Description of the Drawings, Figiu^ lA and IB 
show the conductive liquid-based switch device disclosed in published 
International Patent Application No. WO 01/46975, and not a conductive liquid- 
based switch device in accordance with the invention. 

Second, claims 1, 2, 6, 7, 18 and 19 are generic: all of Figures 2A, 2B, 3A, 
SB, 4 and 5 show embodiments of a conductive liquid-based switch device each of 
which comprises the elements respectively recited in these claims. 
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Third, Figures 2A and 2B do not show a species, but instead show a generic 
structure that includes a latching structure associated with each channel- Each 
latching structure is comprised of an energy barrier located between the 
respective channel and each of tixe adjacent electrodes. 

Figures 3A-3E and 4 show embodiments of the generic structure shown in 
Figures 2A and 2B in which the energy barriers are provided by regions of 
different wettability. Figure 5 shows an embodiment of the generic structure 
shown in Figures 2A and 2B in which the energy barriers are provided by regions 
of different cross-sectional dimensions. The applicants therefore respectfully 
submit that the application discloses at most two patentably distinct species. The 
appHcanis have elected the claims that read on the species shown in Figures 3A- 



The applicants beUeve that the application as now amended is in condition 
for aUowance, and respectfully request such favorable action. If any matters 
remain outstanding in the application, the Examiner is respectfully invited to 
telephone the appUcants' attorney at (650) 485-3015 so that these matters may b« 



3E and 4. 



resolved. 



Respectfully submitted. 
You Kondoh et/al. 
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